Move to oust Scargill
B e

Attaék }ﬁctlms seek new rules

The two wnrkmg "y SHRRre
miners who were the victims of
pit strike attacks over the
weekend vesterday called for a

sision of the union rules to
topple-the NUM president, Mr
Arthur ‘JL.irgll

"'§tuan \anur am‘d 32.

Fletcher, aged 24, ;

broken shoulder, broken ankle,
bruised ribs and other injuries
when he was b a.lv:n by six
masked men on Fr
Both men urged Iht NUM to
change rules, and Mr
Fletcher sz “AII our fellow
miners should get < 10 work
and change the union rules so

By David Hewson

that the NUM president has to
be reelected every three

Mr Spencer said that striking
miners had !hrmh‘nu\l to kill
his daughter
Re /s before the fire at
his » in Upton, near
Pontefract, West Yorkshire.

“ emphasi
would 3
main target in this bl
bedroom. That sums it up.

They openly told me they
would kill my daughter and
tk have tried to do just that.
What they have done to
Michael is disgusting.”

Both men ra.turnvd Iu
work the pr
shortly  befi ;
ncer had moved his family

Nine men are to appear in
>d in connec-
vall bat attack
er, police said last
being held at
stations in V
have been ch
s including ¢
ary, affray

t Pontefrac
Police 1 that mrenm tests
Iud confirmed that the fire
d Mr Spencer's
d by arson.
s, the area's

y, who

poke out picket line
violence last we -alled police
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after a noose was hung from
NUM offices opposite his
Wrexham flat.

Mr M y said: “T will not
stand for any more intimi-
dation. I can make a plea to all
decent-minded people in Bri-
tain to stand up and stop the
evil that is happening.

“People cannot be terrorized
in their own homes, not by
NUM, because this i
NUM, this is Scargillis

Lancashire miners had occu-
pied the offices last week, but
they moved out on Saturday
and the building is now in the
hands of local strikers.

In Scotland five people, three
miners and two miners’ wives,
are due to appear in court today
in what is expected to be the
first in a series of court cases
linked to attacks on working
miners and their homes.

Central Scotland police said
the charges arose from an
incident at a working miner's
house in Alloa in which a brick
was thrown through a window
and a woman slightly hurt.

[hree slril-;mg mine
Jlsu hun

h'd ve

Mr S ':m:ill. in a BBC radio

interview, denied that the NUM

‘as organizing violence, and

that no-one. in the union

Id subscribe to attacks on
people’s houses.

“1 will not subscribe in any
way 1o condemning miners ‘.\hn

v.tranng. on

for their right to work.
That is their only crime,” he
added.

Mr Spencer and Mr Fletcher
had met in the same National
Coal Board van taking them
home from work from collieries
a mile apart in West Yorkshire
earlier in the week. Both said
that they intended to return to
work s,

- to Mr
gned by a striking
miner, said: “All the best to a
very brave man who deserves a
medal and all the miners’
thanks, The rest of us are too
scared but you have shown the

. From another miner on

but not as brave as you.”

Ar Chris Butcher., the NUM
back-to-work campaigner nick-
named “Silver Birch™, said

srd that the union’s

were using “IRA

tactics” in their attempts to
intimidate working miners,

“People are terrified. They
are absolutely terrified because

> never seen anything
like this before in this country,”

Fletcher.




